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iR AR (COA)

Drama Careers

100 (Very High)

Teaching/Advisory 90 (Very High)
Managerial 90 (Very High)
Active/Emergency/Services 90 (Very High)
Information Management 90 (Very High)
Social Work 90 (Very High)
Dealing, Buying & Selling 80 (High)
Selling 80 (High)
Theatrical (Managerial) 80 (High)
Publishing 80 (High)
Administrative 80 (High)
Languages Based 80 (High)
Hotel/Food/Catering 70 (High)
Financial 70 (High)
Creative Crafts 60 (Moderate)
Medical (General) 60 (Moderate)
Electrical (General) 60 (Moderate)
Manufacturing 50 (Moderate)
Mechanical Related 50 (Moderate)
Work With Animals 50 (Moderate)
Design (Structural) 50 (Moderate)
Sport Based 50 (Moderate)
Computer Related 40 (Marginal)
Design (General) 40 (Marginal)
Landscape Related 40 (Marginal)
Physics/Electronics 30 (Marginal)
Biological Fields 30 (Marginal)
Agricultural 30 (Marginal)
Medical (Chemistry related) 30 (Marginal)
Computational (General) 30 (Marginal)
Surveying 30 (Marginal)
Construction 20 (Low)
Building (Managerial) 20 (Low)

Civil Engineering 20 (Low)
Biological (Technological) 10 (Low)
Agricultural (Technological) 10 (Low)
Chemistry Based Careers 0 (Very Low)
Musical 0 (Very Low)
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3. Economics

3.1 Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2015)

This curriculum comprises two parts. The Compulsory Part covers basic concepts and
topics in microeconomics and macroeconomics.

The Elective Part, which constitutes 10% of curriculum time, comprises two parts from
which students choose one. It includes elements that call for extended analysis and

broader economic knowledge.

Topic: Compulsory Part

Key Points

A.

Basic Economic Concepts

Economics as a social science
Scarcity, choice and opportunity cost
The three basic economic problems
Specialization and exchange

Positive and normative statements

Firms and Production

Ownership of firms

Types/stages of production

Types of goods and services produced

Division of labour

Factors of production

Production and costs in the short run and long
run

The objectives of firms

Market and Price

Law of Demand

Individual Demand

Market Demand

Individual Supply

Market Supply

Interaction between demand, supply and price
Consumer and producer surplus
Functions of prices

Price elasticity of demand

Price elasticity of supply

Market Intervention

Competition and Market Structure

Perfect competition and imperfect competition
(monopolistic competition, oligopoly and
monopoly)

Efficiency, Equity and the Role of
Government

Efficiency
Equity
Policy concerns

Measurement of Economic
Performance

National income

General price level as measured by Consumer
Price Index and implicit price deflator of GDP
Unemployment and underemployment rates
Recent trends of national income, general price
level and unemployment in Hong Kong
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Topic: Compulsory Part Key Points

G. National Income Determination - Aggregate demand (AD)
and Price Level - Aggregate supply (AS)
- The determination of level of output and price
H. Money and Banking - Money: definition, nature, functions
- Banks: functions and services
- Money supply

- Money demand
- Determination of interest rate in the money

market
- Hong Kong as a financial centre
I.  Macroeconomic Problems and - Business cycles: a description of the short run
Policies fluctuations in real GDP around the long run
trend

- Inflation and deflation

- Unemployment

- Fiscal policy: taxation, public expenditure
- Monetary policy

J.  International Trade and Finance - Free trade and trade barriers

- Brief introduction to the balance of payments
account: current account, capital and financial
account

- Exchange rate

Topic: Elective Part Key Points

Elective Part 1

Monopoly Pricing (i) Simple monopoly pricing

(ii) Price discrimination
Anti-competitive Behaviours and (i) Major forms of anti-competitive practices
Competition Policy (ii) The impact of anti-competitive practices

(iii) The Competition Ordinance in Hong Kong

Elective Part 2
Extension of Trade Theory (i)  Hlustration of comparative costs and gains from

trade with the aid of production possibilities
frontier

(ii) Comparative advantage and its relation to
globalization

Economic Growth and Development | (i) Measurement of economic growth and
development

(ii) Factors affecting growth of an economy

(iii) The desirability and costs of economic growth

(iv) International/regional comparison
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3.2 Assessment Design

The following table outlines the various components of the public assessment of
Economics in 2023 HKDSE:

Component Weighting | Duration
Public Paper 1 Multiple-choice questions will be set on the 30% 1 hour
Examination compulsory part of the curriculum. All

questions are compulsory.

Paper 2 | Section A: Short questions will be set on 26%

the compulsory part of the curriculum. All

questions are compulsory

Section B: Structured/essay-type/data 35% 2 hours 30

response questions will be set on the minutes

compulsory part of the curriculum. All

questions are compulsory.

Section C: Structured/essay-type questions 9%

will be set on the elective parts of the
curriculum. Candidates are only required to
attempt the questions from one of the two
elective parts.
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4. Geography

4.1 Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2017)

The curriculum comprises a compulsory part and an elective part.

The Compulsory Part comprises seven geographical issues and problems that have
strong relevance for Hong Kong students and are expected to be of considerable public

concern for a reasonable period of time.

The Elective Part comprises four electives, out of which students study two.

Compulsory Part

Elective Part

Living with our physical environment

(1) Opportunities and Risks — Is it rational to
live in hazard-prone areas?

(2) Managing Rivers and Coastal
Environments: A continuing challenge

(1) Dynamic Earth: the building of Hong Kong

- Earth’s structure and processes

- Physical landscape of Hong Kong

- Processes shaping the physical landscape of
Hong Kong

- Management of geological resources and
geological hazards

Facing changes in the human environment

(3) Changing Industrial Location — How and
why does it change over space and time?

(4) Building a Sustainable City — Are
environmental conservation and urban
development mutually exclusive?

(2) Weather and Climate

- Control factors of the climatic system

- Climate of China

- Relationship between weather hazards and
human activities

Confronting global challenges

(5) Combating Famine — Is technology a
panacea for food shortage?

(6) Disappearing Green Canopy — Who
should pay for the massive deforestation
in rainforest regions?

(7) Climate Change — Long-term fluctuation
or irreversible trend?

(3) Transport Development, Planning and
Management

- The development of transport and logistics
in Hong Kong

- Transport problems in Hong Kong

- Transport planning and traffic management
in Hong Kong

- Transport development and urban
morphology

(4) Regional Study of Zhujiang (Pearl River) Delta

- Zhujiang (Pearl River) Delta as a region

- Changing agricultural and industrial
development

- Changing land use pattern

- Change, development and the natural
environment
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4.2 Assessment Design

The table below shows the assessment design of the subject for the 2023 HKDSE

Examination.
Paper 1 Paper 2

Weighting 75% 25%
Duration 2% hours 1% hours
Scope Compulsory Part Elective Part
Section/ A. Multiple-choice (20%) | E. Data/Skill-based/Structured (15%)
Question B. Fieldwork-based (15%) | F. Short Essay (10%)
type: C. Data/Skill-based/Structured (30%)

D. Short Essay (10%)

Both Papers 1 and 2 may include the testing of skills, attitudes and values, and map
work using local topographical maps (1:20,000/1:5,000), and/or simplified map

extracts.
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5. History

5.1 Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2015)

Theme

Key Points

Introduction: The Making of
the Modern World

(i) The foundations of Western supremacy

(i) Western expansion and the formation of colonial empires
(iii) Asia’s reactions to Western expansion

(iv) Towards international cooperation

Theme A
Modernization and
Transformation in
Twentieth-Century Asia

(1) Modernization and Transformation of Hong Kong
(i)  Political and institutional changes
(i) Development as an international city, e.g.
Economic development
Local heritage

(2) Modernization and Transformation of China
(i) Early attempts at modernization — reforms and revolutions
(ii) Socialist modernization in the Maoist period and the
evolution of “socialism with Chinese characteristics” in the
post-Mao period, e.g. the “Cultural Revolution”

(3) Modernization and Transformation of Japan and Southeast Asia
(i) Japan: modernization in the early 20th century,
reconstruction and growth after WWII, relations with
other Asian countries
(ii) Southeast Asia: from colonies to independent countries
(Paper 2 only)

Theme B
Conflicts and Cooperation
in the Twentieth-Century
World

(4) Major Conflicts and Quest for Peace
(i) International relations from 1900 to 1914
(ii) The two world wars and the peace settlements
- impact of the Paris Peace Conference
- post- World War |l settlements and their impact
- significance of the two world wars
(iii) Major conflicts after WWII and attempts to make peace
- superpower rivalries, détente, collapse of the USSR
- other major conflicts and attempts at making peace,
such as apartheid in South Africa, the role of the UN
(Paper 2 only)

(5) The quest for cooperation and prosperity

(i) International economic cooperation, e.g.EU

(ii) International social and cultural cooperation, e.g.
environmental protection
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5.2 Assessment Design

Starting from 2018 HKDSE (S4 students at 2015/16), SBA will not be implemented in
History. The public assessment will consist of public examination component only.

Component Part Weighting Duration

Paper 1 will consist of data-based
Paperl questions. 60% 2 hours
Candidates should attempt all questions.
Public Various types of historical sources will be
Examination used, which may include extracts from
* written sources, statistics, and visual
materials such as maps, cartoons and
photographs.

Paper 2 will consist of seven essay-type
Paper 2 questions, of which candidates may

attempt any TWO. The questions will fall 40% 1% hours

within the Compulsory Part.

* Theme A (3)(ii) and Theme B (4) (iii) will only be examined in Paper 2.
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6. Biology

6.1 Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2015)

The curriculum consists of compulsory and elective parts. There are four topics in the

compulsory part.

The elective part aims to provide an in-depth treatment of some of the topics in the
compulsory part. There are four topics in the elective part. Students are required to

study any two out of the four topics.

Compulsory Part

Elective Part

I. Cells and Molecules of Life

a.
b.
C.

Molecules of Life

Cellular organization
Movement of substances across
membrane

Cell cycle and division

Cellular energetics

V. Human Physiology: Regulation and
Control
a. Regulation of water content
(osmoregulation)
b. Regulation of body temperature

o

cycle

Il. Genetics and Evolution

a.
b.
C.

Basic genetics
Molecular genetics
Biodiversity and evolution

VI. Applied Ecology

a. Human impact on the environment

b. Pollution control
c. Conservation
d. Globalissues

lll. Organisms and Environment

a.
b.
C.

d.
e.

f.

Essential life processes in plants
Essential life processes in animals
Reproduction, growth and
development

Coordination and response
Homeostasis

Ecosystems

VII. Microorganisms and Humans
a. Microbiology
b. Use of microorganisms
c. Microbial genetics
d

Harmful effects of microorganisms

IV. Health and Diseases

a.
b.
C.

Personal health
Diseases
Body defence mechanisms

VIII. Biotechnology

a. Techniques in modern biotechnology

b. Applications in biotechnology
c. Bioethics

To facilitate the incorporation of scientific investigation into the learning and teaching of biology,
time for conducting simple investigations and practical work has already been included in the
suggested lesson time for each topic. In addition, there are 20 hours allocated for arranging
relatively large-scale or cross-topic investigations to provide students with opportunities to

Scientific Investigation

develop the full range of skills and appreciate the nature of science.
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Regulation of gas content in blood
d. Hormonal control of reproductive




6.2 Assessment Design

The public assessment of Biology will consist of a public examination component and a
school-based assessment component. The table below shows the assessment design of
the Biology for the 2023 HKDSE Examination.

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper1 Compulsory Part 60% 2%hours
Examination Section A Multiple-choice (18%)

Section B Short questions, structured (42%)
questions and an essay
Paper 2 Elective Part: structured questions 20% 1 hour
(a choice of two out of four electives)
School-based 20%
Assessment Ability area A (Practical skills abilities) (8%)
Ability area B (Reporting of investigative work) (12%)

School-based assessment (SBA) is compulsory for all school candidates. In the SBA of
Biology, candidates are required to perform a stipulated amount of practical work,
which may include scientific investigations, laboratory work, and fieldwork, etc. The
table below summarizes the percentage weighting and the minimum number of
assessments required in S5 and S6 for different areas of the SBA:

Ability Area A Ability Area B
(Practical skills abilities) (Reporting of investigative work)
Weighting in subject 8% 12%
minimum number | S5 1 1
of assessments S6 1 1
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7. Chemistry

7.1

Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2018)

The curriculum consists of compulsory (topics | to Xll) and elective parts (topics Xlll to
XV). The compulsory part covers a range of content that enables students to develop an
understanding of fundamental chemistry principles and concepts, and scientific process
skills.

To cater for the diverse interests, abilities and needs of students, an elective part is
included in the curriculum. The elective part aims to provide an in-depth treatment of
some of the compulsory topics, or an extension of certain areas of study.

To facilitate the integration of knowledge and skills, students are required to conduct
an investigative study relevant to the curriculum. A proportion of the total lesson time
is allocated to this study.

The following shows the topics and time allocations for the Chemistry Curriculum.

Com

pulsory Part (Total 182 hours)

Planet earth (6 hours)
Microscopic world | (21 hours)
Metals (22 hours)

IV.  Acids and bases (25 hours)

V. Fossil fuels and carbon compounds (18 hours)

VI.  Microscopic world Il (8 hours)

VIl.  Redox reactions, chemical cells and electrolysis (23 hours)
VIIl. Chemical reactions and energy (7 hours)

IX.  Rate of reaction (9 hours)

X. Chemical equilibrium (10 hours)

Xl.  Chemistry of carbon compounds (25 hours)

XIl.  Patterns in the chemical world (8 hours)

Elective Part (Total 48 hours, select any 2 out of 3)

XIll.  Industrial chemistry (24 hours)
XIV. Materials chemistry (24 hours)
XV. Analytical chemistry (24 hours)

Investigative Study (20 hours)

XVI. Investigative study in chemistry
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7.2 Assessment Design

The public assessment of Chemistry will consist of a public examination component and
a school-based assessment component. The table below shows the assessment design of
the Chemistry for the 2023 HKDSE Examination.

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper 1 Compulsory Part of the curriculum 60% 2%hours
Examination Section A Multiple-choice (18%)

Section B Short questions, structured (42%)
questions and an essay
Paper 2 Elective Part: structured questions 20% 1 hour
School-based 20%
Assessment S5  Minimum no. of assessments* - 2 (10%)
S6  Minimum no. of assessments *- 2 (10%)

* Over the two years of S5 and S6, there should be at least one assessment for Volumetric
Analysis (VA), one assessment for Qualitative Analysis (QA) and two assessments for Other
Experiments (EXPT).

* Investigative Study (IS) can be done in lieu of Other Experiments (EXPT). In this case, one
assessment on ‘proposal’ and one assessment on ‘process and report’ should be
performed. These two assessments can satisfy the minimum requirement for Other
Experiments (EXPT).
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8. Physics

8.1 Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2015)

This curriculum consists of compulsory and elective parts. The suggested topics for
the compulsory and elective parts are listed in the following tables.

Compulsory Part

l. Heat and Gases

a. Temperature, heat and internal energy
b. Transfer processes

. Change of state

. Gases

(@]

[I.  Force and Motion

. Position and movement
. Force and motion

. Projectile motion

. Work, energy and power
. Momentum

Uniform circular motion

. Gravitation

1. Wave Motion

. Nature and properties of waves
. Light
Sound

IV. Electricity and Magnetism

. Electrostatics
. Circuits and domestic electricity
. Electromagnetism

V. Radioactivity and Nuclear
Energy

. Radiation and radioactivity
. Atomic model
. Nuclear energy

O TCcolo co|o coulm D Qa0 T oo

Elective part

any 2 out of 4

VI. Astronomy and Space
Science

. The universe as seen in different scales
. Astronomy through history

. Orbital motions under gravity

. Stars and the universe

VIl. Atomic World

. Rutherford’s atomic model
. Photoelectric effect
Bohr’s atomic model of hydrogen
. Particles or waves
. Probing into nano scale

VIIl. Energy and Use of Energy

. Electricity at home
. Energy efficiency in building and transportation
. Renewable and non-renewable energy sources

IX. Medical Physics

. Making sense of the eye and the ear
. Medical imaging using non-ionizing radiation
. Medical imaging using ionizing radiation

0D Tcoulo om0 colan ow

Investigative Study

X. Investigative Study in
Physics

Students should conduct an investigation with a view to solving
an authentic problem. Students have to analyse a problem, plan
and conduct an investigation, gather data, organise their results,
and communicate their findings.
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8.2  Assessment Design

The public assessment of Physics will consist of a public examination component and
a school-based assessment component. The table below shows the assessment
design of the Physics for the 2023 HKDSE Examination.

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper 1 Compulsory Part of the curriculum 60% 2%hours
Examination Section A Multiple-choice (21%)

Section B Short questions, structured (39%)
questions and an essay
Paper2 Elective Part: Multiple-choice and 20% 1 hour
structured questions
(a choice of two out of four elective
topics)
School-based 20%
Assessment Minimum no. of assessments
S5  1EXPT (6%)
S6 1EXPT (6%)
11S/ EXPT* (8%)

*Qver the two years of S5 and S6, there should be at least two marks for experiments
(EXPT) and one mark for investigative study (IS) or an experiment with a detailed
report (EXPT*). The IS / EXPT* mark is to be submitted in S6.
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9.

9.1

Business, Accounting and Financial Studies

Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2020)

The curriculum comprises a compulsory and an elective part to strike a balance
between breadth and depth in different business areas. The compulsory part
provides a broad-based foundation for students for more in-depth study of concepts
and knowledge in specific modules in the elective part.

| COMPULSORY PART |

Business Environment

Introduction to

Introduction to

Basics of Personal

Accounting Management Financial Management
+ Hong Kong Business Purposes and Role of | ¢ Management + Time value of Money
Environment Accounting Functions + Consumer Credit

¢ Forms of Business
Ownership

¢ Business Ethics and
Social
Responsibilities

+ The Accounting Cycle

Uses of Financial
Statements
Accounting
Assumptions,
Principles and
Conventions

Basic Ratio Analysis

+ Key Business

* Small and Medium

Functions

Enterprises (SMEs)

* Personal Financial
Planning and
Investment

¢ Stock Trading as an
Investment

ELECTIVE PART

Accounting Module

Financial Accounting

Cost Accounting

¢ Books of original
Entry and Types of
Ledgers

¢ Period-end
Adjustments
Relating to the
Preparation of
Financial
Statements

¢ Financial Reporting
for Different Forms
of Business
Ownership
Control System
Generally Accepted
Accounting
Principles
Financial Analysis
Incomplete Records

Cost Classification,
Concepts and
Terminology
Marginal and
Absorption Costing
Cost Accounting for
Decision-making

Business Management Module

Financial Human Resources
Management Management
* Financial Analysis ¢ Functions of Human
¢ Budgeting Resources
* Sources of Financing Management

¢ Capital Investment
Appraisal

* Working Capital
Management

+ Risk Management

* Development of a
Quality Workforce

Marketing
Management

* Role of Marketing

* Marketing Research

¢ Customer Behaviour

* Marketing Strategies
for Goods and
Services
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9.2

Assessment Design

The following table outlines the various components of the public assessment of

Business, Accounting and Financial Studies in 2023 HKDSE:

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper 1 | Compulsory Part of the curriculum 40% 1 hour 15
Examination Section A Multiple-choice 60 marks minutes
Section B
Part1  Short questions (compulsory) 20 marks
Part2 A choice of ONE out of 2 questions | 10 marks
Paper 2 | Elective Part (Choose ONE only) 60% 2 hours 15
2A Accounting module minutes
2B Business management module
There will be three sections for the elective part.
Paper 2A (Accounting Paper 2B (Business Remarks
module) management module)
Section A ) .
3-4 short questions 4-5 short questions )
(24 marks) All guestions are
Section B | 2-3 application ) compulsory.
2 case studies
(36 marks) | problems
Section C Candidates are required to
(20 marks) | Case/Theory questions | Essay questions answer one out of two

questions.
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10. Information and Communication Technology

10.1  Curriculum Structure and Organization (with updates in November 2015)

The curriculum is organised into a Compulsory Part and an Elective Part.

The Compulsory Part consists of five modules.

The Elective Part consists of four options. The options can be broadly categorised as
those illustrating applications of computers in specific areas, and those intended for
students who will pursue further studies in ICT as a discipline in tertiary education,

but the two are not mutually exclusive.

Compulsory Part

Elective Part (Choose one only)

A. Information Processing
a. Introduction to Information Processing
b. Data Organisation and Data Control
c. Data Representation
d. The Use of Office Automation Software
e. Presentation of Information

A. Databases
a. Introduction to Databases
b. Relational Databases
c. Introduction to Database Design
Methodology
d. Database Applications, Development and
Society

B. Computer System Fundamentals
a. Basic Machine Organisation
b. System Software
c. Computer Systems

B. Data Communications and Networking
a. Data Communications and Networking
Basics
b. Network Design and Implementation
c. Network Management and Security

C. Internet and its Applications
a. The Networking and Internet Basics
b. Internet Services and Applications
c. Elementary Web Authoring

C. Multimedia Production and Web Site
Development
a. Multimedia Production
b. Web Site Development

D. Basic Programming Concepts
a. Problem-Solving Procedures
b. Algorithm Design
c. Algorithm Testing

E. Social Implications
a. Equity of Access
b. Work and Health Issues
c. Intellectual Property
d. Threats and Security on the Internet

D. Software Development
a. Programming
b. Programming Languages
c. Systems Development

School-based Assessment

**Revise the curriculum contents especially on programming

(at S4in 2016/17; 2019 HKDSE)
Last update: 2015 April
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10.2

Assessment Design

The public assessment of ICT will consist of a public examination component and a
school-based assessment component. The table below shows the assessment design
of the ICT for the 2021 HKDSE Examinations

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper 1 Compulsory Part 55% 2 hours
Examination Section A Multiple-choice (40%)
Section B Structured questions (60%)
Paper 2 Elective Part Structured questions 25% 1 hour
(Choose one only) 30 minutes

2A Databases elective,

2B Data Communications and Networking
elective,

2C Multimedia Production and Web Site
Development elective, OR

2D Software Development elective

School-based Assessment (SBA) 20%
Two guided tasks

The SBA project should be evaluated in accordance with the following categories:

* Task 1 (Design & Implementation) 25 marks

*  Task 2 (Testing & Evaluation) 15 marks

Students are required to do the guided tasks during class hours and submit their
work by two stages.
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